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A Conversation About Scandal Turns Slightly Scandalous

A party for the Tenement Museum, with former Mayor Edward I. Koch, center, and former Senator
Alfonse M. D'Amato, right.
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Former Mayor Edward I. Koch asked Nocturnalist a question so salty that had we been less concerned
about keeping our job, we might have exacted Zsa Zsa Gabor-style retribution on his cheek.
At a party for the Tenement Museum, held in Chelsea on Monday night, we asked Mr. Koch about his
thoughts on Anthony D. Weiner, the scandal-embroiled congressman. In response, he flung an
unprintable personal question back at us. Since we were surrounded by several shocked guests, including
former Senator Alfonse M. D’Amato, we stayed our hand, and instead replied, “No comment.”
Mr. Koch was pleased. Turns out the probing question was just to prove a point: Private life can remain
private. “I wasn’t intending to be fresh,” he said. “I was simply conveying that people can do the right
thing, like you.” Mr. Weiner “brought this on himself, because he revealed, in effect, his personal life in a
bizarre way,” said Mr. Koch, whose own personal life is a closed book.
The museum was celebrating its 23rd anniversary with a “Taste of New York.” Thankfully it was not
literal. More than a dozen restaurants from across the boroughs dished out their specialties. There were
tortillas made from corn soaked in lye by Tortilleria Nixtamal in Queens, spoons full of raw Long Island
fluke from Má Pêche in Manhattan, and enough choux pastry puffs, pickles, pancakes and pasta to make
Nocturnalist swear off bathing suits this summer.
After dinner, we sat with Mr. Koch and others as they grinned and bore a performance of a musical with a
singing Statue of Liberty and a crooning Joseph Pulitzer.
The former mayor had put Nocturnalist on the spot, so we responded in kind. Had he ever dallied with a
political fan? There was a twinkle in the octogenarian’s eye. If he had, he said, “I wouldn’t tell you.”

